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AS WE GATHER 
 

In Matthew 18:1 20, Jesus turns our usual ideas about greatness upside down. 
The disciples ask who is greatest in the kingdom of heaven, and Jesus places a 
child before them  on humble faith that receives 

everything from God. 
 

Jesus also warns us seriously about causing others to stumble and about 
Our savior searches like a 

shepherd looking for that one wandering sheep. He desires that none of His little 
ones be lost. 

 
That same mercy shapes life in the Church. When a brother or sister sins, Jesus 
calls us neither to gossip nor revenge, but to seek restoration. Christ comes after 

sinners. Through His Word, forgiveness, and the fellowship of His Church, He 
gathers the wandering and restores the lost to Himself. 

Welcome to all of our Members, Guests, and Visitors today, if you are a visitor, please 
introduce yourself to the pastor after service in the Narthex. We here at St. Matthew pray 

that you enjoyed your time worshiping with us today.



Hymn of Invocation LSB 903 This Is the Day the Lord Has Made 

Stand 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

-examination. 

 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being.



P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called 
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God 
unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord 
Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

Introit 

How great are your works, O LORD! 
 Your thoughts are very deep! 
It is good to give thanks to the LORD, 
 to sing praises to your name, O Most High; 
to declare your steadfast love in the morning, 
 and your faithfulness by night, 
to the music of the lute and the harp, 
 to the melody of the lyre. 
For you, O LORD, have made me glad by your work; 
 at the works of your hands I sing for joy. 
How great are your works, O LORD! 
 Your thoughts are very deep! 

 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. 

Kyrie LSB 186

C Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.



Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
P Glory be to God on high: 
C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 

 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have 
mercy upon us. 
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble 
servants, Your holy inspiration, that we may set our minds on the 
things that are right and, by Your merciful guiding, accomplish 
them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 

Sit



Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 33:7 9

 7

Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give 
them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you 
shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from 
his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I 
will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from his 
way, and he does not turn from his way, that person shall die in his 

 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Romans 13:1 10 
 1Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there 
is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been 
instituted by God. 2Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists 
what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 
3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you 
have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and 
you will receive his approval, 4

But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. 

on the wrongdoer. 5Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to 
6For the same 

reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, 
attending to this very thing. 7Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to 
whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to 
whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. 

8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who 
loves another has fulfilled the law. 9

not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You 



10Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Alleluia LSB 190 

C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 18:1 20 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth 

chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  
 1

2And calling to him a child, he 
put him in the midst of them 3

you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom 
of heaven. 4Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven. 
 5 6but 
whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it 
would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his 
neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. 
 7

temptations come, but woe to the one by whom the temptation comes! 
8And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw 
it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two 
hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. 9And if your eye 
causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to 
enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of 
fire.



10

that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in 
heaven. 11For the Son of Man came to save the lost. 12What do you 
think? If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them has gone astray, 
does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of 
the one that went astray? 13And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he 
rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 
14So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these 
little ones should perish. 
 15

between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your 
brother. 16But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with 
you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or 
three witnesses. 17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. 
And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a 
Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind 
on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven. 19Again I say to you, if two of you agree on 
earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father 
in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am 

 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,



     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures 
     and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 
and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Sit



Hymn of the Day LSB 589 Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens
 

Sermon 
 

Stand 

 
Offertory LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy 
Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with 
Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Offering 

 
Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church 

P Almighty God, we give thanks for all Your goodness and bless 
You for the love that sustains us from day to day. We praise You 
for the gift of Your Son, our Savior, in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins. We thank You for the Holy 
Spirit, the Comforter; for Your holy Church, for the means of 
grace, for the lives of all faithful and just people, and for the 
hope of the life to come. Help us to treasure in our hearts all that 
You have done for us, and enable us to show our thankfulness in 
lives that are wholly given to Your service. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.
P Grant Your wisdom and heavenly grace to all pastors and to 

those who hold office in Your Church that, by their devoted 



service, faith may abound and Your kingdom increase. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Send the light of Your truth into all the earth. Raise up faithful 

servants of Christ to advance the Gospel both at home and in 
distant lands. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P In Your mercy strengthen newly established congregations, and 

support them in challenging times. Make them steadfast, 
abounding in the work of the Lord, and let their faith and zeal for 
the Gospel refresh and renew the witness of Your people 
everywhere. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Take from us all hatred and prejudice, give us the spirit of love, 

and order our days in Your peace. Prosper the labor of those who 
work to bring peace and justice to the nations of the world that 
mutual understanding and common endeavor may be increased 
among all peoples. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Sanctify our homes with Your presence, and bless them with joy. 

Keep our children in the covenant of their Baptism, and enable 
their parents to bring them up in lives of faith and devotion. 
Unite the members of all families in a spirit of affection and 
service that they may show Your praise in our land and in all the 
world. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P By Your Word and Holy Spirit comfort all who are in sorrow or 

need, sickness or adversity. Be with those who suffer persecution 
for the faith. Have mercy on those to whom death draws near. 
Bring consolation to those in sorrow, and grant to all a measure 
of Your love, taking them into Your tender care. Lord, in Your 
mercy,

C hear our prayer.



P We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and 
served You in Your Church on earth, who now rest from their 
labors. Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints, and bring us at 
last to the joys of Your heavenly kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant 

us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. 

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

Preface LSB 194 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 
 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having 
created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the 
virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the 
dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining 
for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and 
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:



Sanctus LSB 195

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the 
name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
      as it is in heaven; 
      give us this day our daily bread; 
      and forgive us our trespasses 
      as we forgive those 
      who trespass against us; 
      and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
      and the power and the glory 
      forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

ake, eat; this is My T body, which is 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 



you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

 
 

Pax Domini LSB 197 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 
world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 
world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 
Sit 
Distribution 
Distribution Hymn LSB 710 The Lord s My Shepherd, I ll Not Want 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according 
to Thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast 
prepared before the face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people 
Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen.

Thanksgiving LSB 200

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,



C and His mercy endureth forever. 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 

Benedicamus LSB 202 
A Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto 
you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you 
peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart LSB 918 Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer 
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